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Seeds are the foundation of agriculture. Access to quality seeds of crop varieties that meet the 
needs and are adapted to production systems of farmers is an essential feature of a sustainable 
food system. It ensures that farmers have timely access to affordable quality seeds and planting 
materials of the most suitable crop varieties. Farmers, especially small-scale farmers in 
developing countries, often lack or have limited access to such materials that are adapted to 
their production systems and growing conditions. This is due to lack of supply as well as 
inefficient distribution, inadequate quality assurance systems, and bottlenecks caused by a lack 
of enabling seed policies. Moreover, if seeds are of poor quality, there could be poor crop 
establishment, higher pest and disease incidence and, ultimately, low yield. Climate change has 
complicated the situation even further with increasing occurrence of extreme weather events 
such as floods, droughts, and typhoons. In addition, the incidence of pests and diseases is 
markedly on the rise.  
 
Other countries in the region, facing similar effects of climate change, have pursued one key 
adaptation mechanism: change the breeding objectives of their research organizations to 
develop climate-smart varieties with tolerance for biotic and abiotic stresses. Some countries 
have come together to establish form a regional seed cooperation so that field trial data of 
public sector varieties conducted in one-member country can be shared with other member 
countries. Regional seed cooperation started with India and Bangladesh in 2013 to share 
varietal evaluation data to be used by other countries for release and commercialization of new 
varieties by public sector organizations, including CGIAR institutes. Subsequently, Nepal was 
included in October 2014. These three countries agreed to share field trial data generated 
during evaluation of varieties released in their respective countries. In June 2017, the 
agreement was extended to include Cambodia and Sri Lanka and scope was expanded to 
include other cereals, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables (non-hybrid), sugarcane, and fiber crops. The 
newest members of the group include Myanmar and Bhutan. 
 
Several paddy varieties released in South Asian countries through this initiative have become 
hugely popular among farmers in the region. Farmers have benefitted because of the 
availability of these climate-resilient, high-yielding varieties. Recently, a bio-fortified potato 
variety, Yusi Maap developed by the International Potato Center (CIP), was released in India 
using trial data from Bhutan. It took nearly 15 years for Bhutan to release this variety, whereas 
the regional cooperation enabled India to release this variety within months.  
 
By joining this regional seed cooperation, Filipino farmers can benefit from the faster release of 
new climate-smart varieties. This will also motivate private seed companies to set up their own 
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seed production facility in the country, a move in line with the recently announced National 
Seed Technology Park by the Department of Agriculture.  
 
A six-member delegation from the Philippines visited Dhaka, Bangladesh and New Delhi, India 
to explore regional cooperation in the seed sector in January 2020. CIP organized the visit, 
enabling the delegates to confer with officials who advocate timely availability of newer seeds 
to strengthen food and nutrition security in the South and Southeast Asian regions and to get 
updates on seed varieties released through the regional cooperation. The visiting team 
consisted of representatives from the Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program and Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI), the Institute of 
Plant Breeding of University of Philippines Los Baños, Benguet State University, and the 
Department of Science and Technology – Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic, and 
Natural Resources Research and Development (DOST-PCAARRD). A workshop on regional seed 
cooperation was organized in Bangladesh under the chairmanship of Agriculture Minister 
Mohammad Adbur Razzaque and Secretary Mohammad Nasiruzzaman. While in India, the 
group met Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Joint Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 
and Farmers Welfare.  
 
The objective of this webinar was to discuss the need, scope, benefits, and challenges of 
“Regional Seed Cooperation” in developing a climate-resilient seed system in the Philippines.  
The discussion will specifically focus on 
 the challenges confronting the seed sector in the face of climate change, 
 the expected impacts of the Philippines joining the regional cooperation on the seed 
sector, and    
 the potential challenges involved in joining the regional cooperation. 
 
This webinar is the second of a series organized by CIP and the Climate Change, Agriculture and 




The webinar was moderated by Dr. Sampriti Baruah, project coordinator for CIP Asia. Dr. 
Samarendu Mohanty, regional director for CIP Asia, provided the overview on regional 
cooperation on the seed system. The panelists included Dr. Lutful Hassan from Bangladesh 
Agricultural University (BAU), Dr. Bui Chi Buu from the Institute of Agricultural Science for 
Southern Vietnam, Ms. Elvira Morales from the Philippine Department of Agriculture, and Dr. 
Mary Ann Sayoc from East West Seed International from the Philippines. The synthesis was 





Time Activity Person responsible  
1:30-1:35 
pm 
Welcome and Introduction Moderator  
Dr. Sampriti Baruah  
Project Coordinator for CIP Asia 
1:35 – 1:45 
pm  
Presentation on the regional 
cooperation on seed system  
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty  
Regional Director for CIP Asia 
1:45-3:05 
pm 
Sharing from panelists Prof. Dr. Lutful Hassan 
Vice Chancellor 
Bangladesh Agricultural University  
Dr. Bui Chi Buu 
Director General  
Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern 
Vietnam  
Ms. Elvira Morales  
Designate-Executive Assistant  
National Seed Industry Council (NSIC) 
Bureau of Plant Industry-Department of 
Agriculture 
Dr. Mary Ann Sayoc  
Group Lead Public Affairs  
East West Seed International 
3:05-3:45 
pm 
Question and Answer  Moderator and panelists 
3:45-3:55 
pm 
Synthesis  Dr. Rodel Maghirang  
Director  
Institute of Plant Breeding, University of 
Philippines Los Baños 
3:55-4:00 
pm 
Closing  Moderator 
Dr. Sampriti Baruah 
 
Please see Annex 1 for the concept note of the webinar. More detailed information can also be 
found on the CIP website for events, https://cipotato.org/event/webinar-regional-cooperation-
building-resilient-seed-system-philippines/. 
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The webinar was attended by a total of 407 people from nine countries. This is out of the 562 
people who registered for the event (see table for breakdown of participants per country). 
Majority of the participants came from the Philippines (93.37 %), followed by India with 3.9%. 
Please refer to Annex 3 for the directory of participants. 
 
Country Participants (no.) Participation (%) 
Bangladesh 4 0.98 
Ethiopia 1 0.25 
India 16 3.9 
New Zealand 1 0.25 
Peru  1 0.25 
Philippines 380 93.37 
United Kingdom 1 0.25 
Vietnam 2 0.50  
Zambia  1 0.25 
Total  407 100 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING 
 
 
Welcome and introduction 
 
The webinar was formally opened by the moderator, Dr. Sampriti Baruah. She welcomed the 
participants and resource persons from the nine countries. This was followed by a brief 
introduction about regional cooperation building a resilient seed system in the Philippines, 
emphasizing on how Filipino farmers can benefit from the faster release of new climate-smart 
varieties and on attracting private seed companies to set up their seed production facility in the 
country. After discussing the objectives of the webinar, Dr. Baruah shared housekeeping rules; 
attendees were asked to write their questions in the chat box. 
 
Presentation from panelists 
 
1. Regional cooperation on seed system by Dr. Samarendu Mohanty 
 
Dr. Mohanty provided the background on what is happening in Asia and how the regional 
cooperation on seed system can help the seed sector from a climate resiliency food system 
perspective. Highlights of the presentation are as follows: 
 Asia, including the Philippines, is fast changing. Southeast and South Asia countries have 
strong economic growth, now a little bit off-track because of the pandemic. Rapid 
urbanization and a rising middle class contributed to the rapidly changing economic 
growth in the region. Asia will represent 2/3 of the middle class by 2050, as per World 
Bank projection. Asia will be a focal point in the world with its changing consumption 
patterns.  
 In agriculture, changes with supply and demand included the rising rural outmigration 
for better opportunities where women and elder farmers are left to farm; 
fragmentation of landholdings; and increasing wage rate that lead to mechanization and 
virtual land consolidation for achieving economies of scale and bargaining power. In 
addition, the greater frequency of extreme weather events such as floods, droughts, 
and typhoons/cyclones further complicate the already complex situation.  
 In terms of current preparedness of Asian agriculture, surveys showed that farmers 
identify abiotic and biotic stresses as the most important challenges facing them, but 
they are keen to diversify to include high-value cash crops if improved seeds and market 
linkages could be made available. However, the primary bottleneck of the current seed 
system is the need for timely availability of quality, new and improved, and appropriate 
varieties. Farmers are interested in having access to climate-resilient varieties (flood-, 
heat-, and drought-tolerant).  
 The challenge in the seed system structure is varietal development and release of the 
public sector, which takes a long time, usually 10-15 years, before varieties reach the 
farmers.  This is where the regional cooperation for seed sector can be critical. The 
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Regional Seed Cooperation aims to speed up the process of varietal release, seed 
multiplication, and varietal out-scaling for the benefit of farmers.  
 These are the benefits of regional cooperation: (1) It can help in the exchange of 
varieties developed in one country so that these are made available in other countries in 
case they want them. This can save on time (10-15 years); and (2) Facilitates the 
movement of seeds across regions. A seed certified in a particular agro-ecological 
condition in one country can be accepted in the same category in other countries. 
 There is regional cooperation in operation in these seven member countries: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. The regional 
cooperation accelerates the seed release process using field trial data generated in a 
member country. The initial agreement covered rice and potato, but it was extended to 
include other crops such as other cereals, pulses, oil seeds, vegetables, sugarcane, and 
fiber crops. 
 The regional cooperation started in 2013 with support of the International Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI). To date, farmers are already reaping benefits. An example is 
India where two varieties released from Bangladesh have now attained mega variety 
status. A recent case where CIP is instrumental is the release of a CIP potato bio-fortified 
variety made available to farmers and consumers in India last year from Bhutan by using 
15-year trial data. 
 The CIP goal is to expand the regional cooperation to include Philippines and Vietnam. 
The CGIAR centers can help facilitate the process and can develop protocols for a more 
effective implementation of the agreement with respect to their mandated crop. CIP will 
help in potato and sweetpotato. With the Philippines as a member, varieties developed 
and released (including evaluation data) here will be made available to other member 
countries in case they want them. In return, each member country agrees to share 
evaluation data and varieties   for release and commercialization in the other countries. 
 The focus varieties are those released by the CGIAR centers and the public sector.  
 
2. Sharing from panelists 
  
1. Prof. Dr. Lutful Hassan: Vice Chancellor, Bangladesh Agricultural University 
 
Dr. Hassan talked about the importance of the regional cooperation to Bangladesh and the 
benefits derived from joining the cooperation.  The following are highlights of his presentation.  
 
 He gave a brief background on how Bangladesh joined the regional cooperation on seed 
sector through the facilitation of Dr. Umesh Singh, former regional coordinator of IRRI in 
India. In one of his trips to Bangladesh, Dr. Singh presented the regional cooperation on 
seed sector to the former Minister of Agriculture, who upon learning of the benefits of 
the cooperation, immediately grabbed the opportunity to join the facility. 
 Dr. Hassan reiterated the importance of the regional cooperation to Bangladesh in 
consideration of these factors: the fast-changing consumption patterns of the 
Bangladeshis (i.e., less rice, more meat, and healthier diets); impact of climate change as 
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more frequent floods and cyclones hit the country, thereby reducing cropping and 
affecting farmers in the rural areas; problems with nutritional and food security; and 
decreasing crop land due to increasing population and industrialization, These issues are 
crucial to the regional cooperation on the seed sector.  
 The regional cooperation was made successful by Dr. Singh in Bangladesh. It has helped 
reduce the crop breeding cycle. These are some examples of the benefits of the regional 
cooperation: four rice varieties released in India, using data from Bangladesh. Of these, 
two have been recorded as mega varieties in India. Scientists are happy because of the 
time saved in breeding. Bangladesh has benefited from the regional cooperation 
through the introduction of a potato variety, which directly goes to farmers.  
 Joining the regional cooperation on seed sector is not obligatory.  It is a choice made but 
the specific country, but it will help save time in varietal development. A variety 
developed along with its field trial data can be shared among countries in the same 
agro-ecological condition. Countries and farmers will be benefitted. Progress in 
achieving food security is crucial to meeting the Sustainable Development Goal by 2030.  
  
 




Dr. Bui Chi Buu shared information on the seed sector in Vietnam. His presentation included the 
following points.  
 
 Government agencies and universities carry out seed research activities in Vietnam, 
including 18 research institutions and six universities. However, today, two private seed 
companies (Thai Binh Seed Company and Luc Thuy Group) are engaged in R&D. Most of 
the research institutes fall under the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MARD). 
 
 Around 70-80% of the formal seed used, which includes hybrid rice seed, vegetable 
seed, and maize seed, is fully imported. Hybrid rice seed is imported mostly (70%) from 
China, while hybrid maize comes from Thailand and India. Vegetable seed is imported 
from Thailand, China, Japan, South Korea, and France. There is tough competition with 
big companies such as Monsanto, Syngenta, and others. The cost of seed production is 
very high.  
 
 Vietnam is a UPOV member. ISTA-accredited member laboratories are not yet included. 
Considered key regulations are Seed Ordinance No.15 in 2004; Circular 207 in 2016; and 
the Crop Production Law including seed regulations promulgated in 2020. 
 
 Rice-growing areas reached 7.47 million ha (100,000 ha decrease) and rice production 
was 43.44 million tons (602,000 tons reduced); average yield was 5.82 t/ha.  Maize had 
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1.0 million ha (4.76 t/ha); vegetables, 0.966 million ha; and fruit orchards, 0.964 million 
ha. 
 
 Demand for rice seed was 1-1.2 million tons annually; that for maize was 40,000 tons; 
and potato, 25,000 tons. Vietnam is highly dependent on imported seeds:70% of hybrid 
rice and 80% of hybrid maize. Importation of hybrid rice (15,000 tons per year (70% 
demand) from China) cost $45 million; the imported hybrid maize from big seeders of 
10,000 tons (60%) cost $40 million; and vegetable seeds cost $100 million (80%) from 
Thailand. 
 
 The key constraints to maintaining seed supply in Vietnam are as follows: (1) weak 
capacity on quality control, seed testing, and certification. For example, cassava, black 
pepper, and cashew nut are important crops but they are not included in the key list like 
rice and maize; (2) lack of information system that results in less efficient collaboration 
between seed business entrepreneurs and plant breeders; (3) the seed sector only 
focusing on rice and maize mainly with other crops (coffee, cassava, soybean) not 
included; and (4) limited R&D capacity due to limited funds for basic research and 
modern breeding (biotechnology). 
 
 The registration system is being simplified. A new law made the procedures simpler, 
from registration for testing to DUS, VCU testing, trial production and mass production. 
 
 Extension agencies promote the use of improved seeds. In the Mekong Delta, usage of 
certified rice seed was 2%, but now it increased to 70%. 
 
 These are the main recommendations for the seed sector: (1) strengthen the linkages 
among R&D; seed producers, and extension workers; (2) strengthen seed quality control 
(preparing ISTA labs in Ho Chi Minh City and Ha Noi); (3) build an information system 
based on seed testing and seed certification; (4) diversify seed sector to cover key crops 
in Vietnam and not only rice and maize (cassava, rubber, and coffee are important); and 
(5) promote collaboration between the formal and informal seed supply systems in the 
country (e.g., public-private partnership lesson from Thailand). 
 




3. Ms. Elvira Morales: Designate-Executive Assistant, National Seed Industry Council (NSIC), 
Bureau of Plant Industry-Department of Agriculture 
 
 
Ms. Morales talked about the Seed Industry Development Act or Republic Act no. 7308. The 




 The Act aiming to promote and develop the seed industry in the Philippines and create a 
national seed industry council and other purposes was enacted on March 27, 1992, but 
was issued in March 1994 after the finalization of the implementation rules and 
regulations.  
 The seed council structure was explained. This includes the council, secretariat (council 
and technical), and groups working on (1) crop varietal improvement; (2) seed 
extension, promotion, and marketing; (3) seed certification and seed standard; and (4) 
seed production, processing, storage, and distribution. 
 The Act is currently being reviewed for possible amendments to respond to the needs of 
the seed industry. These include policy issues on accessibility of quality seeds and 
development of the seed sector as a whole.  
o The current law is limited to the formal seed sector. In the proposed 
amendment, both formal and informal seed sectors will be recognized for 
integration and complementation. 
o The organizational structure of the Bureau of Plant Industry shall be enhanced to 
ensure of availability of quality seed to stakeholders from the national to the 
provincial level. 
o The Seed Industry Development Program shall be amended to define the 
operational mechanisms and institutional arrangements for the development of 
the seed sector. It was noted that the private sector of the seed industry 
develops R&D methodologies and seed technologies and apply them in crop 
improvement. There will be active cooperation and coordination with 
government agencies. 
o Seed control mechanisms shall be included for ease of doing business with 
interested persons. 
o Operational mechanism envisions addressing farmers’ concerns, including R&D, 
recognition of contribution of farmers and indigenous groups to the 
conservation and development of genetic resources.  
 In the Philippines, varietal release and development from the breeding institution to 
seed production and multiplication takes a total of 12 years. What if the Philippines or 
NASIC adopt the regional cooperation on seed sector, what will happen to the varietal 
release and development process? If a superior variety is introduced, no more 
breeding, that would be less 6 years. If the variety originates from a country with the 
same agroecological condition as that in the Philippines, there will be no multilocation 
testing and evaluation of NCT, which is another 4 years less. What remains is the 
approval for release of varieties by the National Seed Industry Council; this means only 
1-2 years needed to release a variety with the regional cooperation on seed sector.  
 Adoption of the regional cooperation on seed sector would give the following benefits:  
o The country has access to partner-countries’ research data, methodology, and 
technology. 
o The nutrition and incomes of farmers in the Philippines would be improved. 
o Market demand for high-quality seeds would be met. 
o  A formal seed system would be developed. 
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o New varieties, particularly resilient/climate-smart varieties would be developed. 
o Resources (time and budget) for research and breeding activities would be 
reduced.   
 Lastly, Ms. Morales pointed the way forward for the seed industry by giving these 
recommendations: 
o Strengthening of the Seed Industry Development Act by incorporating the 
proposed amendments and adopting such soon. 
o Proper implementation of the Seed Industry Development Program with budget 
allocation from the government. 
o Development and operationalization of the National Seed Technology Park that 
will house state-of-the-art seed processing centers, storage and seed laboratory, 
and demo/field trials.  
o International cooperation with neighboring countries through adoption of the 
regional cooperation on seed sector and harmonization of seed regulations with 
those in the East Asian countries.  
 
 
4. Dr. Mary Ann Sayoc: Group Lead Public Affairs, East West Seed 
 
Dr. Sayoc discussed the perspectives of the private sector on the regional cooperation on seed 
sector. The highlights of her presentations are as follows:  
 
• The Philippine Seed Industry Association (PSA) is a 44-year-old organization established 
in 1976. Currently, it has 27 members: 11 multinational, 8 local companies, two 
government agencies, one academic, and five dealers. PSIA is one of the oldest seed 
associations in the Southeast and South Asia region. Its mission is to represent the 
industry that provides seeds and services of international quality standards. A major 
player in the agriculture sector, it sits in important government bodies related to seed 
and supports sound policy formulation of the Department of Agriculture. It also actively 
raises awareness on the importance of quality seeds through seed summits, field days, 
and the like. It promotes increased consumption of vegetables through partnerships 
with government agencies on the establishment of school and community vegetable 
gardens.  
• The seed industry is the cornerstone of global food security. Food security depends on 
seed security. Seed is the basic and most vital input in agriculture. One of the major 
challenges that agriculture faces today is climate change. Seed production will be greatly 
affected with cost of production likely to increase due to scheduling of operations, land 
and water management, loss of crops due to extreme weather conditions, and 
postharvest seed management. One way to mitigate the impacts of climate change is 
the diversification of crops and varieties to give farmers more options.  
• This can be achieved through a regional cooperation on seed sector as no one country 
has all the genetic resources it needs to adapt to climate change. The gains for the 
Philippines in joining the regional cooperation are:  
o Farmers will have access to the right information on trial data. 
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o Farmers will have fast access to and benefit from a wide array of high-quality, 
climate-resilient, modern crop varieties. 
o Farmers are given wider choices. 
o The time to market is shortened. 
o There are cost savings in conducting evaluation trials. 
o Multinational companies can fast-track the market release of their mega varieties 
tested across South and Southeast Asia.  
o Local companies will have export opportunities for their seeds for use in similar 
environments in other countries.  
• These are good propositions; however, some potential challenges are also faced. 
o Clarity on seed regulatory landscape in each country - IPR/PVP, including safeguards 
against infringements and sanctions for infringers. 
o Harmonization of variety registration/certification standards and processes. 
o Quarantine measures/import restrictions. 
o Proliferation of low-quality, adulterated seeds. 
o Integrity of trial data. 
o Differences in agro-ecological zones across the region; parameters should be 
included to define the zones. 
• The recommendations out forward are as follows:  
o Define the scope of the regional cooperation - what crops, what kinds of seeds 
(breeders, foundation, commercial, etc.), institutions involved, private sector 
participation. 
o Harmonize protocols on seed movement, especially phytosanitary requirements, 
SMTA/MTA. 
o Define the platform and guidelines for data sharing. 
o Conduct a pilot test/case study to develop more clarity among country partners. 
o Conduct trust-building activities among partners. 
o Conduct disease and pest profiling of target environments to ensure that introduced 
foreign varieties are tolerant; come up with suitable crop protection technologies.  
o Establish NSTP as the international seed port through Clark airport for priority or 





Open Forum  
 
The question and answer session was handled by Dr. Samarendu Mohanty.  
 
Question by  Inquiry/concern Response 
Dr. Sumit 
Manjkhola  
To Dr. Mohanty: 
Please tell us which bio fortified 
potato variety of CIP was 
directly notified in India. 
Samarendu Mohanty:  
Yusi Maap is the name of the CIP line. It is a bio-
fortified variety, high in zinc and iron that was 
released in India using field trial data from 
Bhutan. Accelerated the seed multiplication 
process by eliminating the 10-year field trial 




To all panelists: 
How can seed and varietal data 
exchange be made available to 
CG centers and the private 
sectors of these seven countries 
so they can know what varieties 
to import? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan:  
For a variety released in India, of any crop, for 
example, from Nepal: scientists from Nepal can 
communicate with those in India about data and 
information so it can be released to them.  
Communicate with researchers to get the data 




To Ms. Morales and all 
panelists: 
We are currently in the onset of 
climate change, and as 
mentioned in the 
presentations, breeding and 
varietal improvement takes 10-
15 years. Are we prepared for 
the emerging pests of various 
crops? 
Ms. Elvira Morales: We have the crop pest 
division, but maybe the breeders in the panel 
can answer this.  
 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
For a breeder, what is the goal in breeding?  
They can foresee the upcoming pest and 
diseases, and this can be framed that way.  
For example, rice blast, breeders have to design 
the breeding program and their mechanism of 
breeding, so the variety has tolerance for 
resistance to this disease. That is the clear role of 





To all panelists: 
How do we ensure the integrity 
of seed variety if our 
governments are linked to big 
capitalists in the seed industry? 
Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc: 
What does the word ‘link’ mean? Is the 
government linked to this capitalist seed 
company, as part owner of the seed company? I 
do not exactly understand the question. But as I 
said, a strong public-private partnership can 
happen if both sectors, government and seed 
company, have the interest of farmers in their 
mind. There is no conflict because the mission of 
the seed industry is to uplift farmers’ lives by 
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giving access to quality seed and better 
knowledge in farming.  
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty:  
The private sector has a key role in the seed 
sector. The government can develop and release 
varieties, but the distribution, multiplication, and 
scaling up can be done by the private sector. 
They have an important role to play in 




To Ms. Elvira Morales: 
How can farmers avail of NSIC-
recommended varieties? 
Ms. Elvira Morales: 
We have a seed network that is responsible for 
the multiplication and distribution of quality 
seeds. We have the information on who are the 
breeders of registered seeds. We have the 





To all panelists: 
Availability of quality seeds for 
farmers remains a huge 
challenge! What do the top 
three key intervention panelists 
think to help resolve this 
grassroots challenge? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
Quality of seeds is really important. You can see 
the recommendations made by Dr. Sayoc. A 
good seed can change the lives of millions. If you 
want to go for quality seeds, the first selection is 
that the variety must reflect the need of the 
country – be it nutrition or food security. 
Second, the challenges of the seed sector that 
Dr. Sayoc mentioned -  
IPR, PVP, quarantine measures, integrity of trial 
data, agro-ecological conditions, all these must 
be clearly addressed. Lastly, the purity and 
quality of the seeds. These three are the most 
important factors that can be addressed for 
farmers to benefit.  
Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc:  
Another way for farmers to access seeds is 
private seed companies conducting with 
government techno demos to show varieties and 
technologies. Seed companies have value packs 
with small amounts of seeds for trial which cost 
a dollar. Farmers can try it; that would improve 
accessibility. It is not only enough to have good-
quality seed but also knowledge and application 
of better farming practices to optimize the 
genetic potential of varieties.  
Anantharaman 
Pillai  
To all panelists:  
The formal seed production 
Dr. Lutful Hassan:  
As he has already pointed out, the formal seed 
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 system is somewhat successful 
for seeded crops, how about in 
vegetative propagated crops 
like tuber crops? Storage, 
bulkiness, multiplication and 
transportation, large quantity 
go as seed materials are major 
constraints. What are the 
modalities of seed management 
in such crops? How can the 
general seed certification 
standards be managed in 
vegetative propagated crops? 
How could public and private 
seed sectors be integrated 
best? Likewise, how can we 
achieve formal and informal 
seed system integration and 
linkages in the seed supply 
system? 
system is there. It covers all these steps. 
Everybody should be very careful so that quality 
seeds go to farmers and to the fields.  Systems 
are already in place. 
 
John de Leon  
 
To all panelists: 
Will there also be a potential 
challenge in the context of 
trade liberalization like 
import/export (variety 
developed by participating 
country is suddenly exported to 
it)?   
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty:  
He is referring to the regional cooperation 
because of the free trade. If the variety 
developed from a country is exported to the 
same country by the other country. It is possible 
if that country has a competitive advantage in 
producing seed. An example is if the variety is 
developed in the Philippines but Vietnam has a 
competitive advantage in producing the seed, 
you would see that exported to the Philippines 
by Vietnam, although the variety was developed 
in the Philippines.  
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
Everything should be done on a legal framework. 




To all panelists: 
Will the requirements of the 
country partners be similar in 
terms of time duration of 
variety release? For Philippines, 
it will only require 1-2 years. Is 
it similar to other countries? 
Dr. Buu Chi Bui: 
Yes, we have the same time frame. It takes at 
least 6-8 years to have a new variety released. It 
takes 2-3 years for testing before the release. 
Vietnam has a very bureaucratic system before, 
but today, there is the new seed act, which 
made things better.  
Myer Mula  
 
To all panelists: 
Each country has its own 
Dr. Lutful Hassan:  
This is very important. If we want to have a 
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policies and laws. With this 
program (regional cooperation), 
can we have a common law to 
all countries concerned to ease 
the movement of seeds? 
common law on seed movement, this agreement 
is so important that it has to be signed by the 
countries. CG center can take the lead and 
explain the importance of the agreement and 
open discussions in all levels as agreed upon by 
the respective secretaries of agriculture. There 
should be government-to-government 
agreement. This is what Dr. Umesh Singh has 
done. We can facilitate this because this is for 
the benefit of the country, the farmers, the poor 
people.  
 
Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc: 
I have exactly the same question. I do not know 
if regional cooperation has precedence over an 
existing national law. But I think on agreement, 
there is already a lot of harmonization of laws, 
such as phytosanitary, PVP. This is one good step 
– regional agreement – to include in the 
harmonization. 
 
Dr. Buu Chi Bui:  
Vietnam has signed the MTA, and it is very open 
now. It will be easy for Vietnam.  
 
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty: 
I thought initially that it would be very difficult, 
what we are talking about regional cooperation, 
not streamlining the law, but once there is 
cooperation, you have data sharing, capacity 
building, training. The next step could be the 
harmonization of the law not only among 
countries but in the entire Southeast and South 
Asian region. The initiative started by Dr. Umesh 
Singh when he was in IRRI and then CIP took this 
up to add more countries and crops. If Vietnam 
and Philippines become members, what we can 
do is to look at low hanging fruits, then harvest 
the benefits for farmers.  Once we see the 
benefits for farmers, then we can look up 
streamlining, harmonizing the law in the region 





Ms. Elvira Morales: 
The East Asian countries will have the initiative 
to organize the ASEAN Seed Council to 
harmonize all the regulations in East Asia.  
 
From Umesh Singh from the chat box:  
Yes, it can be one of the issues for the next 
secretary-level meeting. There is a provision in 
the seed agreement for the harmonization of the 
seed system. 
Yolanda Reyes  
 
To all panelists: 
Can we ask support from 
government to enable farmers 
to avail of those good-quality 
seeds because most of those 
seeds have a high price and 
farmers cannot afford them? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
In Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Agricultural 
Development Cooperation (BADC) is supplying 
seeds to farmers at discounted rates, but the  
private sector is also involved. The major players 
are the government, private sector, and farmers 
all supplying the seeds. The government cannot 
subsidize all the seeds for farmers. Twenty-five 
percent have been distributed by BADC. The 
private sector is taking some share; price is a bit 
high, but farmers are fine with quality seeds that 
give a good harvest. Inbred lines are always 
available that farmers can keep and use for the 
next season. 
 
Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc: 
Seed cost is less than 10% of the production 
cost, but it gives farmers the income.  There is a 
saying that “you can only fool a farmer once”. If 
the farmer is not satisfied with the harvest, you 
will not get a repeat order so seed companies 
have to offer the best seed quality.  
 
Dr. Lutful Hassan:  
In Bangladesh, there is the Department of 
Agricultural Extension (DAE) that provides 
training to farmers on producing quality seeds, 
which is really important to farmers. 
 
Dennis Gilbero  
 
To Ms. Elvira Morales: 
Would it be possible that in the 
amending RA7308, the forest 
tree seed will also be included 
for certification?  
Ms. Elvira Morales: 
RA7308 is only for food. The law covers only 







To all panelists: 
Access to certified seeds of 
high-yielding and resistant 
varieties is still unreachable by 
small and poor farmers. But it is 
still an advantage since the 
ones holding traditional and 
native seeded varieties are the 
small farmers, which largely 
contributes to preventing 
genetic erosion. How do we 
balance this situation? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan:  
Farmers keep balance. Some keep native 
varieties, others high-yielding ones. There are 
some who keep both. It is their choice. When 
farmers get a good price and good yield, they 
move to new varieties. This is quite normal. So 
that’s why we have genebanks to keep all the 
genotypes, and if we need genetic material, we 
can have it. Genetic erosion should not be there.  
 
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty:  
One of the criticisms of the green revolution is 
the genetic erosion of rice, wheat, and other 
crops. In South and South East Asia, a lot of the 
varieties grown are IRRI-bred and it has replaced 
the traditional and local varieties with these 
mega varieties grown over millions of hectares.  
Jimboy 
Eugenio  
To Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc: 
East West is my preferred seed 
brand for my vegetable because 
of its adaptability and quality of 
crops. Is it possible that East 
West could help establish a 
model school garden in public 
schools?  
Dr. Mary-ann Sayoc:  
Yes. Through East West Seed Foundation, we 
help set up schools and community vegetable 
gardens even in public schools. We have already 
established community gardens in 350 public 
schools, mainly in Luzon.  We can also do it in 




To all panelists: 
Sustaining the supply of seeds 
at the grassroots level (local 
farmers) remains a challenge. In 
fact, the local agriculture office 
constantly hands out seed to 
local farmers. Any suggestions 
from the panelists from other 
countries on their best 
practices on this matter? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
The government management is always there. 
For example, if there is a need to address 10 
million farmers in southern Bangladesh, we 
develop a program to train the agricultural 
extension officers and farmers so that we can 
deliver the seed material to grassroots farmers. 
Farmers know how to contact government 
agencies to get the seed. The private sector also 
plays a vital role.  
 
We have set up thousands of demonstration 
plots in villages in 20 districts in southern 
Bangladesh, so farmers are very aware of the 
development and performance of varieties, can 
gain knowledge and can communicate with 
government agencies on their need for seeds. 
 
Dr. Buu Chi Bui: 
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Quality seed is standard, so government puts 
attention to it. The problem is in the private 
sector, seed cost is very high. Seed supply 
depends on imported seed. Not a good situation 
now.  We worry about the competition between 




To all panelists: 
Can a country partner decline 
the introduction of another 
country partner's variety 
despite this regional 
cooperation thing, safeguarding 
the interests of its farmers? 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
National laws should be addressed in the 
agreements, and it is up to the country to accept 
or not. 
 
From Umesh Singh in the chatbox:   
The seed agreement has taken into 
consideration national laws and the seed system 
in participating countries. 
 
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty: 
In the regional cooperation, it is not mandatory 
to forcefully release varieties against their 
national seed law.  India is very active in 
releasing variety from Nepal and Bangladesh, 
but others like Cambodia and Myanmar do not 
so it is up to the country if they would utilize the 
data to release varieties not in their own 
country. It is not mandatory or obligatory to use 
the information on the variety. It is to take 
advantage of the data to release a variety for the 
benefit of farmers. It is not an agreement, but a 
cooperation.  
 
Dr. Lutful Hassan: 
To see the benefits of cooperation, I suggest 
organizing a workshop to be attended by 
renowned scientists to discuss varietal 
performances of varieties, for the benefit of the 
farmers.  
  
Bangladesh has small and medium seed 
companies that are all under the government 







Dr. Rodel Maghirang provided valuable insights on the synthesis of the presentations and 
discussions in the webinar.  
 
He started by highlighting some points on the “Regional Cooperation for Building a Resilient 
Seed System in the Philippines”. The target output of the webinar is to recommend that the 
Philippines join the regional seed cooperation. The Regional Seed Cooperation aims to speed up 
the process of varietal release, seed multiplication and varietal out scaling which can save on 
time (10-15 years) and money ($ millions). The country included in the regional cooperation are 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. Rice and potato are the 
crops, but it extends to other crops such as, other cereals, pulses, oil seeds, vegetables, 
sugarcane, and fiber crops. 
 
He emphasized that if the Philippines decides to become a member of the regional 
cooperation, the country would reap these benefits: access to varieties developed and released 
(including evaluation data) in one member country will be available to other member countries, 
particularly potato and sweetpotato. We can test initially and adapt in our country. In return, 
other member countries can access the evaluation data and varieties released by the 
Philippines. It will be a win-win situation. It can save time and money.  
 
The highlights of the panelist presentations are as follows:  
• Prof. Dr. Lutful Hassan, Vice Chancellor, Bangladesh Agricultural University. He 
mentioned the fast-changing climate affecting Bangladesh, the need for food security 
and nutritional security, the shrinking production area, so they need higher yielding and 
earlier maturing varieties.  Bangladesh benefitted from the Regional Seed Cooperation, 
particularly in potato. They have very good yields of potato and sweetpotato.  
• Dr. Bui Chi Buu, Director General, Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam. 
Government agencies and universities carry out seed research activities. Seed usage 
from the formal seed sector is 70-80% but highly dependent on imported seeds in rice, 
maize, and vegetables. In another perspective, I think this is already seed without 
borders as many of their seeds come from other countries. There is weak capacity in 
quality control, seed testing, and certification in most crops, except rice and maize. The 
target is to diversify the seed sector to include other high-value crops and promote 
collaboration between formal and informal seed systems. 
• Ms. Elvira D. Morales, Designate-executive Assistant, National Seed Industry Council, 
Philippines. She discussed the Seed Industry Development Act of the Philippines, which 
is the backbone of the seed industry in terms of the regulation. The amendment to the 
Seed Industry Development Program (SIDP) is being done; it includes section and 
programs on variety development, release, and certification and the integration and 
complementation of the formal and informal seed sector (including traditional varieties 
to be protected). If the Philippines becomes a member, we will have access to partner-
countries’ research data, methodology, and technology. There will also be access to 
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new, varied, high-quality, and resilient/climate-smart varieties.  There will be timely 
availability of a wide range of varieties, not waiting for the variety development process 
of 15 years. If regulations will be adjusted without the trials, varieties from other 
countries can be released to farmers in 1-2 years.  
• Dr. Mary Ann P. Sayoc, President, Philippine Seed Industry Association, Public Affairs 
Lead, East West Seed. She mentioned a lot of benefits from this regional cooperation, 
including the availability of genetic resources that will be useful for farmers. It will offer 
a wider choice for farmers. The cooperation will enable multinational companies to fast-
track the market release of varieties tested in member countries, and to have export 
opportunities for their seeds in member countries with similar agro-ecological 
conditions. She mentioned that it is a good proposition but with challenges such as the 
issue on intellectual property rights (IPR) and plant variety protection (PVP) in the case 
of the Philippines; harmonization/ equivalence/ recognition  of variety 
registration/certification standards, seed certification which can take some time; and 
quarantine measures/import restrictions to avoid the spread of pest and diseases. These 
are important issues but solvable.  
 
The concerns raised in the discussions were:  
• Facilitation on the availability of varietal information from which countries so they can 
scan the information and select. 
• Outside the cooperation but relevant is the solving of future problems (i.e., pest and 
diseases) which breeders can address through breeding objectives/goals in 5-10 years.  
• Ensuring integrity of the variety which is a little bit political.  
• Availability and sustainability of the supply of quality seeds to the grassroots. The 
suggestions to address this are to conduct techno demonstrations, provide seed 
packets, and integrate the formal and informal seed systems.  
• There are many opportunities and problems, but we can focus first on low-hanging 
fruits, so we get the gains and solve the problems to enable us to move forward.  
• Balancing genetic erosion and genetic diversity is a concern in varietal development, but 
we have the genetic resources laboratory/germplasm conservation to tackle this.  
 
On moving forward, here are some suggestions:  
• Expand the Siam Reap Agreement to include the Philippines and Vietnam.  
• The Philippines should settle the issue on PVP/IPR. 
• Harmonize/recognize member country seed certification systems: re: seed laws. This 
will be a government-to-government negotiation. 
• Harmonize protocols on seed movement such as SMTA/MTA. We can facilitate this as 
we have been doing this with CGIAR. 
• Define platform and guidelines for data sharing. This is a minor issue.  
 
He further suggested the following:  
• Pilot testing so we can tackle and see the problems. Make the NSTP as the hub. 
• Action plan and timelines are needed. A coordinator needs to be assigned.  
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• CGIAR centers can facilitate the process and develop protocols for effective 
implementation of the agreement.  
 




To close the webinar, Dr. Baruah expressed appreciation to all the panelists, resource persons, 
participants, and co-organizers. She requested the participants to answer the evaluation and 
request for a certificate. She also mentioned that if participants are interested in a third 
webinar, they should suggest topics for future discussion.  
 









EVALUATION   
 
The webinar was rated very successful by the participants. The overall rating of 316 
respondents was all passing with grades of excellent (67.08), very good (31.03), and good 
(1.89). One hundred percent (316 respondents) said that their expectations of the webinar 
were met. Similarly, 100 percent of the respondents said that the subject matter was effectively 
presented, and that their participation in the webinar helped them gain new knowledge 
applicable to their work.  
 
What participants liked the most are the new knowledge and insights learned on seed system 
and regional cooperation, especially its sharing from different countries and private sectors and 
government. They also mentioned that they liked the presentations of the excellent panelists, 
and the synthesis provided after each talk and the overall synthesis of the webinar.  Most 
respondents answered none when asked what they least liked in the webinar, but some 
mentioned the lack of slide presentation of some speakers, the language barrier, time 
allotment, and poor audio. The participants also provided useful comments for the 
improvement of the next webinars and suggested topics that organizers can consider. They also 
gave encouraging comments for an excellent and well-done webinar.  
 




Question  Percentage  Number of 
respondents 
1. Did the webinar meet 
your expectations?  
Yes 100 316 
No 0 0 
2.Was the webinar 
structured well? 
Yes 99.7 315 
No 0.3 1 
3. Was the subject matter 
effectively presented? 
Yes 100 314 
No 0  
4. As a result of this 
webinar, did you gain new 
knowledge applicable to 
your work? 
Yes 100 315 
No 0  
5. What did you like most 
about the webinar? 
1. New knowledge and insights learned from the 
webinar, especially the sharing from different 
countries.   
2. New topics learned on crops – production, 
postharvest, food security/systems, adoption 
of new varieties, etc. 
3. Seed system as a topic including production, 
marketing, integration, etc.   
4. Regional cooperation among countries on 
seed system/seed without international 
borders. 
5. Perspectives of the government and private 
sector on Seeds Without Borders  
6. All the presentations, speakers and panelists 
were excellent. The lectures of Dr. Mohanty 
and Dr. Sayoc were very good and 
informative. (19).  
7. Synthesis provided was very good – Dr. 
Sampriti’s synthesis after the presentation 
and the synthesis of Dr. Maghirang explained 
everything well. I like the host for speaking in 
the webinar. (3)    
8. All topics were very informative, helpful, 




6. What did you like least 
about the webinar? 
1. None/nothing  
2. Topics not discussed like potato, establishing 
seed technology park, hard data/information 
for each crop/country was lacking on 
improvement of nutritional security, laws, and 
improvement of the seed sector to have 
impact on the farmers, and quality seed 
distribution for breeding purposes for the 
benefit of farmers affected by biotic and 
abiotic stresses. 
3. Policy and decision makers should also be 
invited to have their insights. 
4. No presentations/slides of speakers 
5. Time allotment/time duration  
6. Poor audio quality of some speakers 
7. Language differences, some words not 
understood 
8. Slow internet connection 
9. Lack of polls, short quizzes or surveys from 
participants 
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7. Overall, how would you 
rate the webinar?  
Excellent 67.08 214 
Very good 31.03 99 
Good 1.89 6 
8. Suggest a future topic 
or way we could improve 
our webinars. 
Suggested Topics (selected)  
1. Potato seed system development/initiatives of 
Asian countries in potato varietal development 
2. A discussion about community-based seed 
system in the country 
3. Focus on regional cooperation for a climate-
resilient seed system (with a goal of crafting 
policies, rules/regulations, guidelines etc.) 
4. Climate-resilient agriculture/status of climate 
change in ASEAN and the readiness of their 
agriculture sector 
5. National Seed Technology Park and its role in 
developing a climate-resilient seed system in 
the Philippines 
6. Seed certification/seed production of 
indigenous plants/seed technology 
7. Strengthening linkages and partnerships 





8. How the seed industry preparing for the next 
30 years 
9. Financial inclusion in agriculture 
10. Agricultural systems and concepts during 
pandemic 
 
Ways to improve the next webinar 
1. Clearer audio, use head set with mic. 
2. Topics should be given using powerpoint 
presentation 
3. More time allotted 
4. Increase discussions with attendees, not only 
in the chat box 
5. Extend the number of hours for the webinar 
 Encouraging comments 
1. Perfect. Please continue your good work. 
2. Excellent, keep it up. 
3. Keep continuing.  
4. Well done. 
5. More informative webinar series 
 
Some selected quotes of respondents on the webinar:  
“I really like that they bring a lot of speakers to share their knowledge and also it brings a lot 
of information to us. I hope you'll host again another webinar like this! Thank you!” 
“I like how the panelists shared their ideas in addressing a concern/question. It is very helpful 
because more aspects or sides of the topic being discussed are acknowledged, this helps the 
panelists and participants see the topic through a wider lens. “ 
“I like the most the panel discussion and presentation by speakers. Having a regional 
cooperation for building a resilient seed system in the Philippines is a strategic move to 
expand the genetic resources of various agricultural crops in the country.”  
“This should be a whole-day event. Hoping for more webinars like this!” 
 













SEED SYSTEM WEBINAR 2  
Regional Cooperation for Building a Resilient Seed System in 
the Philippines  
  
October 7, 2020: 1.30pm – 4.00pm Manila Time  
  
BACKGROUND   
Seeds are the foundation for agriculture. Access to quality seeds of crop varieties that are adapted to 
the needs and production systems of farmers is an essential feature of the sustainable food system. It 
ensures that farmers have timely access to affordable quality seeds and planting materials of the most 
suitable crop varieties. Farmers, especially small-scale farmers in developing countries, often lack or 
have limited access to affordable quality seeds and planting materials of crop varieties that are adapted 
to their production systems and growing conditions. This is due to both a lack of supply as well as 
inefficient distribution, inadequate quality assurance systems, and bottlenecks caused by a lack of 
enabling seed policies. Moreover, if seeds are of poor quality, there could be poor crop establishment, 
higher incidents of pests and diseases and ultimately, low yields. Climate change has complicated the 
situation even further with increasing occurrence of extreme weather events such as flood, drought, and 
typhoons. In addition, the incidence of pests and diseases is markedly on the rise.   
Other countries in the region are also faced with similar effects of climate change. Countries have 
pursued one key adaptation mechanism by changing the breeding objective of their research 
organizations to develop climate smart varieties with tolerance to biotic and abiotic stresses. Some 
countries have come together to form a regional seed cooperation so that field trial data of public sector 
varieties conducted in one-member country can be shared with other member countries for faster 
release in other member countries. The regional seed cooperation started with India and Bangladesh in 
2013 to share information on varietal evaluation data for use by other country for release and 
commercialization of the new varieties by public sector organizations including CGIAR institutes. 
Subsequently, it was extended to include Nepal in October 2014. These three countries agreed to share 
field trials data generated during evaluation of varieties released in respective countries for use in other 
two countries. In June 2017, the agreement was extended to include Cambodia and Sri Lanka and the 
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scope was expanded to include other cereals, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables (non-hybrid), sugarcane and 
fiber crops. The newest members of the group include Myanmar and Bhutan.  
Several paddy varieties released in South Asian countries through this initiative have become hugely 
popular among farmers in the region. Farmers have benefitted because of availability of these climate 
resilient high yielding varieties through this regional cooperation. Recently, a bio-fortified potato variety 
- Yusi Maap developed by CIP was released in India using the trial data from Bhutan. It took nearly 15 
years for Bhutan to release this variety whereas the regional cooperation enabled India to release this 
variety in India within months.   
By joining this regional seed cooperation, the Filipino farmers can benefit from faster release of new 
climate smart varieties. This will also attract private seed companies to set up their seed production 
facility in the country which is in line with recently announced National Seed Technology Park by the 
Department of Agriculture.   
A six-member delegation from the Philippines visited Dhaka, Bangladesh and New Delhi, India to explore 
the regional cooperation in seed sector in January 2020. The International Potato Center (CIP) organized 
the visit, which aimed to meet the officials who have been advocating the timely availability of newer 
seeds to strengthen food and nutrition security in the South and Southeast Asian Regions, and to get an 
update on the seed varieties released through the regional cooperation. The delegate consisted of 
representatives from the Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program and Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI), the Institute of Plant Breeding of University of 
Philippines Los Baños, Benguet State University, and Department of Science and Technology – Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, Aquatic, and Natural Resources Research and Development. In Bangladesh, a 
workshop on regional seed cooperation was organized under the chairmanship of the Agriculture 
Minister Mohammad Adbur Razzaque and Secretary Mohammad Nasiruzzaman. While in India, the 
group met Joint Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare Dr. 
Ashwani Kumar.   
The objective of this webinar is to discuss the need, scope, benefits, and challenges of “Regional Seed 
Cooperation” in developing a climate resilient seed system in the Philippines.   
The discussion will specifically focus on:       
 the challenges faced by the seed sector in the face of climate change.  
 The expected impacts of Philippine joining the regional cooperation in seed sector.    
 The potential challenges for joining the regional cooperation.  
  
 PROGRAMME   
Time  Activity  Person Responsible   
1:30-1:35 pm  Welcome and Introductions  Moderator   
Dr. Sampriti Baruah   
1:35 –
 1:45 pm   
Presentation on the regional 
cooperation on seed system (10 
mins)  
Dr. Samarendu Mohanty   
1:45-3:05 pm  Sharing from panelist 
(20 minutes each)   
Prof. Dr. Lutful Hassan  
Vice Chancellor  
Bangladesh Agricultural University   
Dr. Bui Chi Buu  
Director General   
Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam   
Ms. Elvira Morales   
Designate-Executive Assistant   
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National Seed Industry Council (NSIC)  
Bureau of Plant Industry-Department of Agriculture  
    Dr. Mary Ann Sayoc   
Group Lead Public Affairs   
East West Seed  
3:05-3:45 pm  Question and 
Answer (40 minutes)  
Moderator and Panelist  
3:45-3:55 pm  Synthesis (10 mins)  Dr. Rodel Maghirang   
Director   
Institute of Plant Breeding, University of Philippines 
Los Baños  
3:55-4:00 pm  Closing   Moderator  
Dr. Sampriti Baruah  
  
TARGET OUTPUT  
Recommendation on the Philippines joining the regional seed cooperation.  
REGISTRATION LINK   










2 - Information of the speakers  
 
2.1. Dr. Samarendu Mohanty  
 
Samarendu Mohanty is the Asia regional director for the 
International Potato Center (CIP). Sam provides programmatic 
oversight for research and development portfolio; provides 
leadership in regional operational systems; and plays 
representational role for CIP in the region, with a focus on India, 
Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines. Sam, an 
American National, holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, a M.S. in Agricultural Economics 
from University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a B.Sc. from University 
of Agricultural Sciences in Bangalore, India. He brings over 20 
years of experience with skills in Research Management, Fund Raising, Commodity Markets, 
Research Funding, Asset Management, Policy and Trade Analysis. Sam joins CIP after working as 
Principal Scientist at the International Rice Research Institute – IRRI in Philippines and 
previously as Head and Senior Economist for the Social Sciences Division in IRRI since 2008. 
Previously, he also worked as Associate Professor and Associate Director for Cotton Economics 
Research Institute at Texas Tech University and scientist at Food and Agricultural Policy 
Research Institute at Iowa State University. 
 
2.2. Dr. Lutful Hasaan 
 
Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan is the Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh 
Agricultural University (BAU). Prior to joining the present position, he 
was one of the most senior Professors of the same University in the 
Department of the Genetics & Plant Breeding under faculty of 
Agriculture.  
 
Born in January 28,1956, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan comes of the 
Wazipur under the district of Barisal. He is the son of renowned 
social worker late Abul Hassan and mother Fatema Begum. 
He passed B.Sc. Agriculture (Hons) under the Faculty of the 
Agriculture, BAU in 1976 acquiring 1st class fourth. He did MSc (Agriculture) in Genetics & Plant 
Breeding from BAU in 1977 acquiring 1st class First. He did his Ph. D from the University of 
Wales. Aberystwyth, U.K. in 1989. He also completed Post-Doctoral Fellow in University of 
Wales. Aberystwyth, United Kingdom; University of Miyazaki, Japan; University of Gottingen, 




Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan joined BAU as a Lecturer in 1981 and was promoted to the rank of 
Professor in 1995. 
 
Dr. Lutful Hassan possesses an eminent, well known and respected background of career with a 
plethora of research exposure and quality national and international publications. He worked as 
an editor of many national & international Journals. He has 166 number of publications in 
journals and proceedings. He participated in good number of National and International 
conferences, workshops, seminar and symposiums held on the subjects related to the field of 
specialization, presented technical papers and chaired several technical sessions. During 38 
years of his teaching, research and color eventful career at BAU, Professor Hassan had a vast 
administrative exposure by holding key academic and administrative positions namely, 
Coordinator, Committee for advanced Studies & Research; Member, pay and service 
commission, Bangladesh 2014; Convener, Provost Council; Director, BAU Research System 
(BAURES); Head, Department of the Genetics & Plant Breeding; Provost-Sheikh Fazilatunnesa 
Mujib Hall; He was also President of Bangladesh Agricultural University Teacher's Association; 
President of Gonotantric Shikkhok Forum; President of Crop Science Society of Bangladesh, 
Persident of JSPS Alumni Association, President of Bangladesh Association for Biotechnology & 
Genetic Engineering and also Member of Bangladesh Chhatra League Central Committee, Joint 
Secretary of  Bangladesh Chhatra League BAU Unit, Vice President of Shamsul Haque Hall  
Student Sangsad , Vice President of Agriculture Faculty Student Organization. He served as 
Agriculture Specialist (Consultant) in IRRI. 
 
 
2.3 Dr. Bui Chi Buu 
 
Dr. Bui Chi Buu is currently the Director General of the Institute of 
Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam. Prior to this appointment, 
he has successfully completed his Administrative responsibilities as 
Director General of Cuu Long Delta Rice Research Institute. 
Dr. Bui Chi Buu has received his PhD in Plant Breeding from Vietnam 
Agricultural Sciences Institute during the period of 1982-1989. He has 
authored more than 240 research articles and 13 books. He has been 




His research interest is rice breeding with the emphasis on grain quality improvement, salt 
tolerance, and biotic stress resistance; germplasm conservation with the emphasis on wild rice 
species; molecular breeding on some biotic stresses such as blast, bacterial blight, brown 
planthopper and salt tolerance; and quantitative genetics: genetic structure analysis on sink 
and source relationship through triple test cross, genetic advance of selected multiple traits, 





2.4 Ms. Elvira Morales  
 
As the Designated Executive Assistant of the National Seed Industry 
Council (NSIC) and Secretariat Head of the Plant Variety Protection 
Office (PVPO), she has been involved in the day-to-day operational 
activities of the office.  
 
NSIC is created by virtue of Republic Act 7308 otherwise known as the 
Seed Industry Development Act and in-charge in the registration of 
promising varieties, through an in-place variety performance trial 
termed as the National Cooperative Testing (NCT) and formulate policies for the effective 
implementation of this Act. Another national law that has been carried out is the Republic Act 
9168 or the Plant Variety Protection Act. A policy that protects and secures the exclusive rights 
of breeders with respect to their new plant variety. 
 
Part of her job is to oversee the smooth implementation of these two national laws. I Initiated 
the review and proposed amendment of the Seed Act to incorporate and address current 
challenges that the Seed Industry is facing on. She also led in the evaluation and examination of 
varieties applied for variety registration and protection and represents the Executive Director 
and PVP Registrar in the official activities and functions of the Office. 
 
2.5 Dr. Mary Ann Sayoc 
 
Dr. Mary Ann P. Sayoc is the Public Affairs Lead of East-West 
Seed International. She has 20 years of professional experience 
in the seed industry. She was former General Manager of East-
West Seed Philippines, a Dutch company engaged in research, 
development, production, and distribution of vegetable seeds. 
East-West Seed is market leader for tropical vegetable seeds in 
Asia and developing markets in Africa and Latin-America. 
 
Dr. Sayoc is active in the local and international seed sector. She 
is currently the President of the Philippine Seed Industry Association. She is past president of 
the Asia & Pacific Seed Alliance (APSA). She has been re-elected to the Board of the 
International Seed Federation (ISF) and is a member of the Breeders Committee, Sustainable 
Agriculture Committee and Vegetable and Ornamental Board of ISF. She was a member of the 
Executive Board of the Global Crop Diversity Trust for six years, an international organization 
working to safeguard crop diversity, forever. Dr. Sayoc is a member of the National Seed 




Prior to her stint in the private sector, Mary Ann had a long career in government. She held key 
positions in the Department of Agriculture as Regional Director and Executive Director of the 
Agricultural Training Institute. 
 
Dr. Sayoc have a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from the University of the Philippines. 
 
2.6 Dr. Rodel Maghirang  
 
 Dr. Rodel Maghirang is a vegetable breeder at the Institute of Plant 
Breeding, College of Agriculture and Food Science, University of the 
Philippines Los Baňos and has been doing vegetable breeding since 1979. 
He has authored numerous scientific papers, information bulletin, and 
technical notes on Crop Improvement, Vegetable Production and Organic 
Agriculture. He is a trainor on organic agriculture. He is a consultant in 
various government and private sector programs on Vegetables and 
Organic Agriculture. 
 
He is currently the Director of the Institute of Plant Breeding, College of Agriculture and Food 
Science, University of the Philippines Los Baňos.  He is also holding the position of Scientist I in 






3 – Directory of Participants 
 
No. Name Organization  Email Country  
1 Debashish Chanda International Potato Center (CIP) d.chanda@cgiar.org Bangladesh 
2 Ebna Rahaman International Potato Center e.rahaman@cgiar.org Bangladesh 
3 Farid Uddin CIP f.uddin@cgiar.org Bangladesh 
4 Lutful Hassan Bangladesh Agricultural University  lutfulhassan@yahoo.co.uk Bangladesh 
5 Mohammed Jilo CIP msaniabinas09@gmail.com Ethiopia 
6 Anantharaman Pillai ICAR mananthr@gmail.com India 
7 Bhuwanesh Didal Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture University, Jaipur didalbhuvi.12@gmail.com India 
8 Brijesh Kumar CIP b.kumar@cgiar.org India 
9 Dhananjaya B N GIZ dhananjaya.bn@gmail.com India 
10 Diptimayee Swain International Potato Center (CIP) D.Swain@cgiar.org India 
11 Glory singh CGIAR glorysingh004@gmail.com India 
12 Mohinder Kadian CIP m.kadian@cgiar.org India 
13 Ravindranath Reddy International Potato Centre r.reddy@cgiar.org India 
14 Rojalin Pani Siksha O Anusandhan University rojalin.pani@gmail.com India 
15 S Syam Acharya N G Ranga Agricultural University Guntur syam071997@gmail.com India 
16 Sampriti Baruah  International Potato Center  sampriti.baruah@cgiar.org India 
17 Shahid Ali International Potato Center s.ali@cgiar.org India 
18 Shishir Srivastava International Potato Center (CIP) shishir.srivastava@cgiar.org India 
19 Sumanta Sahoo CIP sumanta.sahoo@cgiar.org India 
20 Sumit Manjkhola Technico Agri Sciences Ltd sumit.manjkhola@technituberindia.com India 
21 Uma S Singh CIP u.s.singh@cgiar.org India 
22 Allan Siano Massey University allanbsiano@gmail.com New Zealand 
23 Kemberley Hoyle UNALM kemberleyhoyle@gmail.com Peru 
24 
 Maria Theresa Castro-
Bernardo  mmcastro6@up.edu.ph Philippines 
25  Rodel Maghirang  UPLB-IPB rgmaghr@yahoo.com Philippines 
26 Abegail Agnes Office of the City Agriculturist abegailagnes@yahoo.com Philippines 
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27 Abegail Perez N/A abbyperezz98@gmail.com Philippines 
28 Abigail May Retuta DOST-PCAARRD a.retuta@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
29 Ace Chester Bernabe Government acechesterbernabe@yahoo.com.ph Philippines 
30 ACE-ATI R7 
Agricultural Training Institute- Regional Training 
Center 7 up.n.about@gmail.com Philippines 
31 Adrian Bantegui Pampanga State Agricultural University adrianbantegui01@gmail.com Philippines 
32 Agripina Rasco Institute of Plant Breeding agripinarasco@yahoo.com Philippines 
33 Aida Luisitro Department of Agriculture 4A aydzluistro@gmail.com Philippines 
34 Ailene Alcala IBS aaalcala1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
35 Aizel Gay Lazo Benguet State University airylundefine@gmail.com Philippines 
36 AJ Morn Sagut Central Mindanao University sagutaj@gmail.com Philippines 
37 Alejandro Soriano DepEd alejandro.soriano001@deped.gov.ph Philippines 
38 Aleta Belissa Correa DOST-PCAARRD a.correa@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
39 Alexander Adtoon n/a alexander.pingkianadtoon@gmail.com Philippines 
40 Alexander Morados Camiguin Polytechnic State College moradosalexander@gmail.com Philippines 
41 Alf Lorenz A. Bardenas   alflorenzb@gmail.com Philippines 
42 Alissa Carol Ibarra DOST-PCAARRD a.ibarra@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
43 Allain James Aquino PSAU Allainjames_aquino@psau.edu.ph Philippines 
44 Aloha Grace Reynoso N/A reynosoalohagrace@gmail.com Philippines 
45 Alvin Quiel Sabanal DOST-PCAARRD a.sabanal@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
46 Amabel Achuela 
College of Agriculture, Food and Sustainable 
Development mahmen31@gmail.com Philippines 
47 Amalia Cañamero Government amayngaako@gmail.com Philippines 
48 Ammie Ngaotoy  BENGUET STATE UNIVERSITY a.ngaotoy@bsu.edu.ph Philippines 
49 Anabelle Tostos Benguet State University atanabelle31@gmail.com Philippines 
50 Andrea Monique Villa N/A moniquevilla28@gmail.com Philippines 
51 Anecito Anuada UPLB amanuada@up.edu.ph Philippines 
52 Angel Azuelo not applicable azueloangel07@gmail.com Philippines 
53 Angelica Cablinan Quirino State University-Maddela Campus anggedpraiser25@gmail.com Philippines 
54 Angelica Fortuna Technological University of the Philippines Visayas angelica_fortuna@tup.edu.ph Philippines 
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55 Angelica Pontesor ICropS -UPLB alpontesor@up.edu.ph Philippines 
56 Angelica Tiangson CENRO BALIWAG tiangsongreen@gmail.com Philippines 
57 Angelie Rose Lumba Central Philippines State University angelierose18_lumba@yahoo.com Philippines 
58 Angelito M. Busano  LGU busanoangelito17@gmail.com Philippines 
59 Angelito T. Villarosa   Philippines 
60 Ann Villalobos Central Mindanao university annpvillalobos@gmail.com Philippines 
61 Annalissa Aquino UPLB alaquino1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
62 
Anne Dominique Louise 
Bardenas University of Antique - Hamtic Campus annegesulgon@gmail.com Philippines 
63 Antonio Ravalo Polytechnic University of the Philippines ravaloanton21@gmail.com Philippines 
64 Aouie Necosia PLGU Nueva Vizcaya aweelopez@gmail.com Philippines 
65 April Joy Andam PSHS- SMC apriljoy.andam@smc.pshs.edu.ph Philippines 
66 Arlene Bautista Benguet State University rlinbides@gmail.com Philippines 
67 Arma Bertuso  International Potato Center(CIP) armabertuso@yahoo.com Philippines 
68 Arvin U.  Navarro     Philippines 
69 August Melody Andong National Economic and Development Authority aaandong@neda.gov.ph Philippines 
70 Avinash Aggarwal ITC Limited Avi3029@gmail.com Philippines 
71 Ayn Kristina M. Beltran Institute of Plant Breeding ambeltran1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
72 Bengie Allaga None bengieallaga01@gmail.com Philippines 
73 Bernadette Cortez Quirino State University bernadette.cortez@qsu.edu.ph Philippines 
74 Candice Guilaran DA BAR candice.guilaran@gmail.com Philippines 
75 Carla Obligacion Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation cmobligacion06@gmail.com Philippines 
76 Carlo Espiloy   carloespiloy3@gmail.com Philippines 
77 Carmela Blando Quirino State University blandocarmela954@gmail.com Philippines 
78 Carolyn D. Jimenez   cdjimenez@up.edu.ph Philippines 
79 Carren Juico PSAU Faculty Union carrencjuico@gmail.com Philippines 
80 Casiana Vera Cruz International Rice Research Institute c.veracruz@irri.org Philippines 
81 
Catherine Sheen 
Yangson None sheenyangson23@gmail.com Philippines 
82 Cedrick Train Farmera cedtrain@yahoo.com Philippines 
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83 Ceptryl Mina UPLB csmina@up.edu.ph Philippines 
84 Charie Mae Pamunag 
Jose Rizal Memorial State University- Tampilisan 
Campus Chariemae.pamunag@gmail.com Philippines 
85 Charisse Agamanos Marine biology graduate cagamanos04@gmail.com Philippines 
86 Chariz Raros Nueva Vizcaya State University charyzasativa@gmail.com Philippines 
87 Chemarie Lamprea UNIVERSITY OF ANTIQUE-HAMTIC CAMPUS cherimi21025@gmail.com Philippines 
88 Chriselle Pacleb Quirino State University chrisellepacleb627@gmail.com Philippines 
89 Christian Dave Cruz BIOSSA dcdavemc@gmail.com Philippines 
90 Christian Estrologo Mindanao State University-Maguindanao foresterchris18@gmail.com Philippines 
91 Christian Val Daquipil World Wide Fund for Nature - Philippines cdaquipil@wwf.org.ph Philippines 
92 Christina Faye Lomibao Code Green Environmental Youth Association christinafayelomibao@gmail.com Philippines 
93 Christine Rublica LGU City of San Jose Del Monte, Bulacan chrublica25@gmail.com Philippines 
94 Christopher Jr Galgo 
Institute for Strategic Research and Development 
Studies chris.galgo@vsu.edu.ph Philippines 
95 Claudette Oraye UP Los Banos cdoraye@up.edu.ph Philippines 
96 Clyde Beth Caraang DOST cbab85@gmail.com Philippines 
97 
Concepcion Concon-
Bantilan Municipal Agriculture Office - Las Nieves conconcb2017@gmail.com Philippines 
98 Corazon Arroyo DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE-RFO6 arroyo_corazon@yahoo.com Philippines 
99 Cristina Alivio Sunstar davao sirc.alivio@gmail.com Philippines 
100 Cristina Soriano Talosig  cristinastalosig@gmail.com Philippines 
101 Cromwell Cruz Isabela State University Echague - Biological Society cromwellcruz8@gmail.com Philippines 
102 Dalen Meldoz 
Northern Philippines Root Crops Research and 
Training Center-Benguet State University d.meldoz@yahoo.com Philippines 
103 Daniel E. Dionsay 
DepEd Region XI - SDO IGACOS / Kaputian National 
High School daniel.dionsay@deped.gov.ph Philippines 
104 Danilo Dannug 
Bureau of Plant Industry - National National Seed 
Quality Control Services plantmaterialcertification@gmail.com Philippines 
105 Darlyn Posas NORSU darlynposas@yahoo.com Philippines 
106 Dawn Iris Calibo-Senit Siquijor State College dawniriscalibo@gmail.com Philippines 
107 Dennis Gilbero DENR-ERDB forgilbero@gmail.com Philippines 
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108 Dennis Polinar BOHOL ISLAND STATE UNIVERSITY zed990998@gmail.com Philippines 
109 
Department of 
Agriculture Region 02 Department of Agriculture da.rice.dos@gmail.com Philippines 
110 Desiree Gail Galla Cagayan State University Aparri galladesireegail@gmail.com Philippines 
111 Dexter Perez CoopGuard Multipurpose Cooperative dexperez@gmail.com Philippines 
112 Dianarose  Lacaden  QUIRINO STATE UNIVERSITY dglacaden@gmail.com Philippines 
113 Dianne Dugos PhilRootcrops dugosdianne@gmail.com Philippines 
114 Dionelle Revilleza N/A dionellerevilleza@gmail.com Philippines 
115 Domy Bonn Untalan Compostela Valley State College Bonbonmonterde@gmail.com Philippines 
116 Doreen Castillo Batanes State College wengcariaso32@yahoo.com Philippines 
117 Edmark Kamantigue UPM eckamantigue@up.edu.ph Philippines 
118 
Edzel Lois Anne 
Malacapo Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP) edzelloisanne@gmail.com Philippines 
119 Ekra Yori P. Tatil  ekrayori17@gmail.com  Philippines 
120 Elderico Tabal Western Mindanao State University rico_cya2000@yahoo.com Philippines 
121 Elijah James Moises Centro Escolar University elijah_moises@yahoo.com Philippines 
122 Elizabeth Tamboboy VNTE eatamboboy@gmail.com Philippines 
123 Elmer Abarra Local Government Unit 01elabar@gmail.com Philippines 
124 Elmer Enicola IPB-UPLB eeenicola@up.edu.ph Philippines 
125 Elmer Lopez Commission on Higher Education elopez@ched.gov.ph Philippines 
126 Eloise M Segui Crop Science Society of the Philippines eloisamaysegui@gmail.com Philippines 
127 Emelyn Espiritu University of the Philippines Los Banos erespiritu1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
128 Emerson Montemayor PSAU emermontemayor09@gmail.com Philippines 
129 Emilie Gonzales Pampanga State Agricultural University Emiliegonzales.08@gmail.com Philippines 
130 Emily Anne Malong AUF malong.emily@auf.edu.ph Philippines 
131 Errol Buenconcijo Office of the City Agriculturist arthoraidane2620@gmail.com Philippines 
132 Estanislao IV Alim Bicol University jedalim36@gmail.com Philippines 
133 
Eugene Yolanda 
Maxion Isabela State University eugene.y.maxion@isu.edu.ph Philippines 
134 Evelyn Delfin UPLB efdelfin1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
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135 Evelyn Sunico Laguna State Polytechnic University evelynsunico@gmail.com Philippines 
136 Evelyn Vedasto  AKLAN STATE UNIVERSITY  evedasto57@gmail.com Philippines 
137 Fedelia Flor Mero DOST-PCAARRD fedeliamero@gmail.com Philippines 
138 Felix John Refamonte Eastern Samar State University fjrefamonte@gmail.com Philippines 
139 Flora Jarilla Bureau of Plant Industry fajjica@yahoo.com Philippines 
140 Florisa Makiling UPLB fcmakiling@up.edu.ph Philippines 
141 Florita Carandang University of the Philippines Los Banos florfcarandang@yahoo.com.ph Philippines 
142 Fracis Galon  NORSU-BSC CAF f_galon@yahoo.com Philippines 
143 Francisco Jr Buctot Southern Leyte State University-Hinunanan franciscojrbuctot@gmail.com Philippines 
144 Franz Josef Gonzales  Compostela Valley State College springcellion@gmail.com Philippines 
145 Freda Picpican Benguet State University fredajpicpican@gmail.com Philippines 
146 Freddie Val Olano None fvalolano@gmail.com Philippines 
147 Frederick Sison      eriksison1982@gmail.com Philippines 
148 Fritzie Coloso City Agriculturist Office fccoloso@gmail.com Philippines 
149 Fritzie Sison Kamanlalakbay fritzsison@yahoo.co.uk Philippines 
150 Fryan Allen Subong Serapion C. Basalo Memorial Colleges, Inc. fryanallen@yahoo.com Philippines 
151 gabriel romero PSIA gabby2010romero@gmail.com Philippines 
152 Geeza June Painaga DA-BAFS painagageeza@gmail.com Philippines 
153 Genny Villanueva Department of Agriculture genny.villanueva1986@gmail.com Philippines 
154 Gerardo Gauna UP LOS BAÑOS gbgauna@up.edu.ph Philippines 
155 Gian Carlo Camacho DOST-PCAARRD g.camacho@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
156 Gian Pereira Earthman Consulting and Development Corporation gian.earthman@gmail.com Philippines 
157 Giehway Liwanag Southern Luzon State University giehwayliwanag@gmail.com Philippines 
158 Gilbert Romano University of Rizal System gmromano97@gmail.com Philippines 
159 Gilbert Roxas Institute if Plant Breeding rubberyou@gmail.com Philippines 
160 Gilmer D Masi   Philippines 
161 Gina Ubarco Department of Education ginaubarco@gmail.com Philippines 
162 Glenn Ilar Philippine Rice Research Institute glenn.ilar@gmail.com Philippines 
163 Glyda Luz Acabado BUCAF Pili Nicer Project 5 glydzacabado@gmail.com Philippines 
164 Glydel Pascua DOST glydelgpascua08@gmail.com Philippines 
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165 Goldy Grace Estrada QUIRINO STATE UNIVERSITY-MADDELA CAMPUS goldygraceestrada@gmail.com Philippines 
166 Grace Backian 
Northern Philippines Root Crops Research and 
Training Center gracebsu_nprcrtc@yahoo.com Philippines 
167 Hannah Jean Serrano CLSU Association of DOST Scholars calmjeansos@gmail.com Philippines 
168 Helen Grace G. David  DOST XI hggdavid.dostxi@gmail.com Philippines 
169 
Helene Grace 
Evangelista Local Government Unit hgme05@gmail.com Philippines 
170 Herminigilda Gabertan Bureau of Plant Industry - Los Baños hagabertan@gmail.com Philippines 
171 Imelda Guillermo DA-ATI RTC 2 imguillermo@ati.da.gov.ph Philippines 
172 Isidro B. Awal    nprcrtc@bsu.edu.ph Philippines 
173 Ison Calimpang DMMMSU iacalimpang@up.edu.ph Philippines 
174 Ivee Joy Bugarin Cagayan State University iveebugarin@gmail.com Philippines 
175 Jackeline B. Abinales  Deped-Tala High School jackeline.abinales2476@gmail.com Philippines 
176 Jackielyn Abao USTP-CLAVERIA jackielynabao16@gmail.com Philippines 
177 Jaia Gabrielle Lapiz 
Institute of Plant Breeding, University of the 
Philippines Los Baños jllapiz2@up.edu.ph Philippines 
178 Jameraida Hadji Jamel  Research msubuugsec2@gmail.com Philippines 
179 James Victor Aradilla CMU Jamesaradilla@gmail.com Philippines 
180 Jan Grey Garin Polythechnic University of the Philippines janjangrey19@gmail.com Philippines 
181 Jan Micah Manaman Pampanga State Agricultural University janmicah_manaman@psau.edu.ph Philippines 
182 Jan Orville Bautista  Aurora State College of Technology bautistajanorville29@gmail.com Philippines 
183 Jay Irvin Cañas Agriculture Student jayirvincanas23@gmail.com Philippines 
184 Jaymar Liwag Quirino State University jaymarliwag026@gmail.com Philippines 
185 Jaymart Diaz NA diazer_neverfade@yahoo.com Philippines 
186 Jefferson Mojica Cavite State University jmmojica@cvsu.edu.ph Philippines 
187 Jennelyn Bengoa UPLB jmcarandang@up.edu.ph Philippines 
188 Jennifer HInlo UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHEASTERN PHILIPPINES jennifer.hinlo@usep.edu.ph Philippines 
189 Jennifer Juliano Farmer/self-employed Jgj.juliano@gmail.com Philippines 
190 Jeralyn Abadingo BISU abadingo99@gmail.com Philippines 
191 Jeremiah Job Moises City of Dreams- Manila mjeremiahjob@yahoo.com Philippines 
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192 Jericho Inarda University of Rizal System jericho.inarda@urs.edu.ph Philippines 
193 Jes Maries Mendez Bisu mjesmaries@gmail.com Philippines 
194 Jessica Juliano SERD-PCAARRD-DOST mmjuliano@up.edu.ph Philippines 
195 Jezreel Anne Antioquia Office of the Provincial Agriculturist jezreelanneantioquia@gmail.com Philippines 
196 Jhonyly Solas Philippine Coconut Authority Region 6 pcar6techdivision@gmail.com Philippines 
197 Jimboy Eugenio DepEd jimeug2001@gmail.com Philippines 
198 Jina May Morales Visayas State University  jinamaymorales2@gmail.com Philippines 
199 Joan C.Barasi   joanbarasi27@gmail.com Philippines 
200 Jocelyn Perez Benguet State University adarug50@gmail.com Philippines 
201 Jodelyn Sukaw 
Department of Agriculture-Cordillera Administrative 
Region jodelynsukaw@gmail.com Philippines 
202 Joel Adorada DA-BPI jladorada@yahoo.com Philippines 
203 
Joel Norman 
Panganiban DOST-PCAARRD j.panganiban@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
204 Joel Orella  DENR-ERDB joelborella30@gmail.com Philippines 
205 Joemelyn Sumagang  
Agricultural Training Institute- Regional Training 
Center 7 cdms.ati7@gmail.com Philippines 
206 Joey Totanes PDRRMO CAMARINES NORTE totanesjoey@gmail.com Philippines 
207 John Christopher Belina  Southern Luzon State University johnchristopherbelina137@gmail.com Philippines 
208 John de Leon Philippine Rice Research Institute prri.oed@gmail.com Philippines 
209 John Jill Villamor  DA RFO 9 johnjillv@yahoo.com Philippines 
210 John Malayang University of the Philippines Los Baños jmmalayang@up.edu.ph Philippines 
211 
John Numock 
Malayang   Philippines 
212 John Paul Gapasin Southern Leyte State University jpgaps529@gmail.com Philippines 
213 John Paul Pacyao SPAMAST johnpaulpacyao@gmail.com Philippines 
214 John Vincent Ravanzo Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau jvravanzo@gmail.com Philippines 
215 Joie Vincent Dagohoy DOST XI PSTC-Davao del Sur jvdagohoy.dostxi@gmail.com Philippines 
216 Jonabelle Infante Department of Agriculture Region 2 infantejonabelle@gmail.com Philippines 
217 Jonah Lynn Juguilon  SIQUIJOR STATE COLLEGE jonahlynnj@gmail.com Philippines 
218 Jonard C. Villanueva    Philippines 
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219 Jonas Labastilla MAO J.labastilla@gmail.com Philippines 
220 Jonathan Ocampo PNA jonathan.ocampo031@gmail.com Philippines 
221 Jonathan Pedillon Local Government jmpedillon96@gmail.com Philippines 
222 Jonifer Frades Department of Agriculture highvaluedarfu6@gmail.com Philippines 
223 Jonjon Ballenas MinSCAT jonjonballenas21@gmail.com Philippines 
224 Jordan D. Caingat   Philippines 
225 Jorge Gawad SARAI-MINSCAT kcncddppolagawad@gmail.com Philippines 
226 Joshua Suan None joshuasuan445@yahoo.com Philippines 
227 Josie Pamparo BUCAF josie.pamparo@bicol-u.edu.ph Philippines 
228 Jovita Anit Rizal Technological University jaanit@rtu.edu.ph Philippines 
229 Joyce Luis Private joyce.luis@gmail.com Philippines 
230 Joyce Mauricio Benguet State University joycedoco89@gmail.com Philippines 
231 Julius Nanas Philippine Coconut Authority - Western Visayas JuliusNanas@outlook.com Philippines 
232 Jun Legaspi Quezon Capital Rural Bank Inc moksgavriel@gmail.com Philippines 
233 Jupite Mark Banayag COMPOSTELA VALLEY STATE COLLEGE jupitemarkbanayag@gmail.com Philippines 
234 Kathleen Aglugub None kathleenaglugub2@gmail.com Philippines 
235 
Kathlyn Cheryl 
Laguador DOST-PCAARRD kcalaguador@gmail.com Philippines 
236 Kesha kynn Juan state university juankeshakynn95@gmail.com Philippines 
237 Kevin Elias Dmmmsu kelias@dmmmsu.edu.ph Philippines 
238 Kimberly Rañada N/A kimberlyranada@gmail.com Philippines 
239 Kimberly Zarah Locsin DOST-PCAARRD k.locsin@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
240 Kiswa Cynthia Benguet State University kiswacyng@yahoo.com Philippines 
241 Kristine Joy Paga CatSU-PC kjfpaga@gmail.com Philippines 
242 Kristine Joy Panaligan DOST-PCAARRD k.panaligan@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
243 Kristine Marie Amatus Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau supan.kristine@gmail.com Philippines 
244 Kristopher Visaya Camarines Sur Polytechnic Colleges krisvisaya@cspc.edu.ph Philippines 
245 Laarni Mae Alastoy LGU- City of San Jose del Monte laarnialastoy@gmail.com Philippines 
246 Lacar James Abesamis   Philippines 




248 Leana Galicia PAMPANGA STATE AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY leanagalicia0712@gmail.com Philippines 
249 Leoncia Tandang Benguet State University onie_tandang@yahoo.com.ph Philippines 
250 Leonie Consabo University of Antique leonieconsabo@gmail.com Philippines 
251 Leslie Kate Benavente N/A katenicolbiso@gmail.com Philippines 
252 Lhyza Gonzales Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation gonzales.lhyza@gmail.com Philippines 
253 Livy Sarucam Compostela Valley State College livyvistalsarucam@gmail.com Philippines 
254 
Louise Maureen 
Simeon The Philippine STAR louisemaureensimeon@yahoo.com Philippines 
255 Lourie Ann Secreto NEDA VI lourieannsecreto@gmail.com Philippines 
256 Lourna Mae David None lqdavid@up.edu.ph Philippines 
257 
Lucille Elna P. de 
Guzman  University of the Philippines Los Baños lpdeguzman1@up.edu.ph Philippines 
258 Luis Illana City Health Office luisillana2017@gmail.com Philippines 
259 Ma. Cecilia Alaban DOST-PCAARRD c.alaban@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
260 Ma. Chanda Dangkeo Quirino State University-Maddela Campus dangkeomachanda1017@gmail.com Philippines 
261 Ma. Luisa Cortez Quirino State University maluisacortez1223@gmail.com Philippines 
262 Ma. Rema Lauron Aklan State University mlauron2@gmail.com Philippines 
263 Madeleine Racaza  arvinumengan@gmail.com Philippines 
264 Marcia Florenda Polo DENR mnyngpolo@gmail.com Philippines 
265 Marco Felix Valdez neu felixvaldez2698@gmail.com Philippines 
266 
Marfel Angelo 
Fontanilla Apayao State College Gelo.fontanilla@gmail.com Philippines 
267 Margie Baccay Municipal Agriculture Office margiebaccay27@gmail.com Philippines 
268 Maria Adelia Belen  DOST-PCAARRD m.belen@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph Philippines 
269 
Maria Cielo Paola 
Rodriguez IPB, UPLB mlbartolome@up.edu.ph Philippines 
270 Maria Grace Moralde DENR gpmoralde@gmail.com Philippines 
271 Maria Lea Villavicencio 
National Plant Genetic Resources Laboratory, 
Institute of Plant Breeding, CAFS, University of the 
Philippines Los Banos mhvillavicencio@up.edu.ph Philippines 
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272 Maria Paula Enguito DOST XI mpyenguito.dostxi@gmail.com Philippines 
273 Maria Solidad Linay University of Santo Tomas Mariasolidad.linay.educ@ust.edu.ph Philippines 
274 Maria Victoria Murillo DepEd- Calamba City murillomariavictoria@yahoo.com Philippines 
275 
Mariane Joy 
Bustamante Quirino State University joymariane239@gmail.com Philippines 
276 Marianne de Luna University of the Philippines Los Banos mrdeluna@up.edu.ph Philippines 
277 Maribel Bacena Philippine Association of Agriculturist (PAA) maribelbacena@yahoo.com Philippines 
278 Maricel Palubon Education palubonmari@gmail.com Philippines 
279 Marietta Nadal International Potato Center(CIP) cip-manila@CGIAR.ORG Philippines 
280 Marissa Atis Mariano Marcos State University marissa_atis@yahoo.com Philippines 
281 Marites Tiongco De La salle University marites.tiongco@dlsu.edu.ph Philippines 
282 Marjory Barasi Reyes   Philippines 
283 Mark Julius Mercado Bureau of Plant Industry mbmercado2@up.edu.ph Philippines 
284 Marlon Morales None Marlonmorales99.mm@gmail.com Philippines 
285 Marvin Ronquillo 
Bino's Condiments and Dried Fishes Aquamarine 
Products Trading marbiello12191992@gmail.com Philippines 
286 Mary Ann Abustan Institute of Plant Breeding mmabustan@up.edu.ph Philippines 
287 Mary Ann Entienza National Association of Calauagenians, Inc. mentienza@hotmail.com Philippines 
288 Mary Ann Jully Regis SLSU- Hinunangan campus majregis@gmail.com Philippines 
289 Mary Ann Munda Visayas State University maryann.munda@vsu.edu.ph Philippines 
290 Mary Ann Sayoc   East West Seed maryann.sayoc@eastwestseed.com Philippines 
291 Mary Jane Buna Agriculturist bunamjane@gmail.com Philippines 
292 Mary Joy M. Manjares      mjmanjares17@gmail.com Philippines 
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5- Synthesis  
 










6 – Results of the evaluation  
 
Seed System Webinar 2 on Regional Cooperation for Building a 
Resilient Seed System in the Philippines 
Evaluation 
 
Total number of responses: 318  
 
Did the Webinar meet your expectations?316 responses. 
 




Was the subject matter effectively presented?314 responses. 
 
 










What did you like MOST about the Webinar?283 responses. 
Synthesis 
Everything 




Perspective of the Private Sector on Seeds without Borders 
The discussion and the ideas I gain from this session. 
The fact that various countries are in acting efforts to improve agricultural condition. 
Seed system Integration 
All topics were very informative. 
the panel discussion that is very informative 
Seed resiliency 
The private sector perspective 
The topic is very relevant to the current needs of the industry. 
Very informative 
Diverse presenter from different countries point of view and private and public sector 
The presentation of the different countries' status in terms of policies, varietal development, and 
their different concerns. 
Topic how to prevent seed genetic erosion. 
Competitive Speakers 
A fruitful webinar! Timely not only to Multi Grade teachers, but to all who engage in educating our 
learners, including the parents. 
The insights of the panelists 
Diversified information on seed cooperation 
The lecture of Dr. Mohanty, very informative.  
I like all the topics as it is timely and relevant to our current situation as climate change directly 
affects our crop industry. 
topic about seed production 
almost all topics were interested. 
the synthesis explained it everything well! 
Q and A 
I like most the topic on Seed Production, Distribution, Promotion and Marketing 
Benefits of Regional Cooperation, exchanging variety of resources. 
i learn a lot from the webinar. 
Diverse presenters 
Relevance of the topic 




I liked most of the webinar is more about the years will take effect the varieties of seed will accept 
to them and also the law of National Seeds in our country. 
Seed production and industry and its roles 
Perspective of the Private Sector on Seeds Without Borders 
It was highly informative. 
Everything as very informative particularly the information about providing viable seeds to 
farmers. "A good seed can change the lives of millions." 
Insights from different countries 
I like how the panelists shared their ideas in addressing a concern/question. It is very helpful 
because more aspects or sides of the topic being discussed are acknowledged, this helps the 
panelists and participants see the topic in a wider lens. 
Perspectives from government, private sector and 3 countries. 
The Panel discussion and presentation by speakers. Having a regional cooperation for building a 
resilient seed system in the Philippines is a strategic move to expand the genetic resources of 
various agricultural crops in the country.  
Reduction on the number of years in adopting a new variety of seeds. 
Informative; Dr. Sampriti provides synthesis every after the presentation/talk. 
It gives me more knowledge which could be very useful in my line of work/duties. 
All topics were beneficials. 
The most I like in this webinar is about the seeds and those varieties that would help our farmer 
to achieve a high quality of seeds that will help them to uplift their farming system. 
Seed/varieties without international borders 
All part especially the presentation from the Philippines. 
The insights and sharing of experiences of different countries. 
Knowledgeable Speakers 
Most of the presenters/panelists provided a slideshow during their presentation. 
About webinar 
All topic is informative and very helpful especially to all farmers. 
Crop importance 
Detailed explanation 
Space and ground data for brew 4 for the betterment of human condition 
Opportunities in the regional cooperation on seed system 
Updates from my country 
Importance of good system and its effect on the sector of agriculture. 
I like how the panelist share and discuss the status of the seed industry in their country. 
Detailed topics on production and postharvest aspects of different crops 
The more knowledge how to plant the seed. 
All information provided are valuable and relevant. 
Different policies on seed system 
Clarification on the daily of the regional cooperation 
Presentation on the current situation in Asia in Climate Resilient Food Systems and the 
Perspective of the Private Sector on Seeds without Borders 
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Status/Experiences on regional cooperation among Asian countries and the sharing of 
experiences on this regional collaboration 
The strategy on how the government support the agri sector. 
I really like that they bring a lot of speakers to share their knowledge and also it brings a lot of 
information for us. I hope you'll host again another webinar like this! Thank you! 
The unity of every region, every country in environmental awareness and preservation about 
seed system 
Functions of the Department of Agriculture 
The different strategies and insight parted by the panelists. 
The webinar has excellent panelists. 
Regional cooperation is encouraged. This is important to maximize the use of time and resources 
of governments. Likewise, reduce the time needed for farmers to benefit from these new 
varieties. 
Diversity of information and ideas. 
I like the timelines of the webinar and the resource speakers’ expertise. 
Speakers Wisdom 
The discussions about the plans and actions to be taken by the participating countries in building 
a resilient seed system. 
About research and development and benefits of agreement 
Effect of climate change in Seed System 
How these countries work hard to meet the recent need for seed production. 
Various information about the situation of the seed sector/system in different countries of Asia. 
The presentation of Dr. Sayoc though all presentations were very good and informative. 
Prospect of Private Sector on Seeds without Boarder and Seed Industry Act 
The Regional Partnership for Food Security 
 




Formal Linkages of the private sector 
None. All parts of the webinar are informative. 
Hard data/information for each crops/country was lacking on improvement of nutritional security. 
I can’t say because I learned a lot today. Thank you for sharing. 
Some presenters didn't show their presentation slides during their time. 
The establishing of seed technology park 
So far none 
None. The webinar is almost perfect. 
Topics on potato because we do not have potato in our area. 
None, because all the topic discussed in the webinar are very informative and important to know 
specially farmers. 
The topic is awesome. 
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Policy and Decision makers should also be invited to have their insights. 
Some resource persons do not have powerpoint presentation :( 
I don't have the least about the webinar. 
More time should have been allotted to all panelist. The speaking time of the speakers are quite 
short. 
None. I liked everything that was discussed. 
Not enough time to answer the questions. 
To better understand the discussion, I suggest the panelist will have a PowerPoint. 
I don't like those panelists who simply talked without presenting a slideshow. 
The laws 
All topics are interesting. There is no least topic for me. 
Slow internet connection.  
Poor audio quality of some speakers 
Lack on polls, short quizzes or surveys from participants 
Quality Seed distribution for breeding purposes for the benefits of farmer affected by biotic and 
abiotic stress. 
Maybe due to the language differences, there’s a little “misunderstanding” of the words being 
spoken. 
Nothing! Everything is well placed. 
All the topics are useful. 
Not enough time 
None since all presentations are valuable especially to me being an Extension Worker. 
Internet connectivity is low. 
Hoping the policies will happen. 
Did not include more information on how the Regional Cooperation will be implemented. 
The audio of the moderator and some speakers. 
I cannot see the presentation of Prof.Dr. Lutful Hassan 
Off tangent answers to queries 
Lengthy but it was worth it. 
Great insights about the topic. 
The laws and improvement of seed sector to the impact to the farmers 
None, all are very informative, and all topics are good. 
My internet connection and can't ask question directly. 
Engaging and insightful discussions. 
Are there linkages in seed supply system? 
I was not able to have my photo opp with the speakers. 
There are some parts that are hardly to be understood with the presentation of Dr. Hassan and 
Dr. Buu. Nonetheless, everything is interesting. 
This should be a whole day event. Hoping for more webinars like this! 
I like the host for speaking for webinar. 
Very informative especially the innovation of the farmers 
It should have been highly appreciated if the presentations from Bangladesh and Vietnam have 




Overall, how would you rate the Webinar?315 responses? 
 
 
Suggest a future topic or a way we could improve our webinars.199 responses. 
Aquaculture 




The impact of genetically modified crops on the sustainability of agriculture. 
Climate resilient agriculture. 
Laws 
Gender in the value chain of specific crops 
Status of climate change in ASEAN and the readiness of their agriculture sector. 
Enhancing the skills of local Farmers 
about planting and making a garden 
Water Supply and Soil Nutrient Management 
Potato seed system development 
webinars about crops improvement 
Collaboration among institutions of these countries 
Anything relevant to climate change and agriculture/fisheries 
Seed Certification 
Climate resiliency 
I haven't attended your first webinar so I am not sure if you have already tackled what I am going 
to suggest, but I would like to suggest Agricultural Biotechnology as a future topic if it hasn't been 
discussed yet. Thank you. 
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National Seed Technology Park and its role in developing a climate-resilient seed system in the 
Philippines. 
More agriculture related trainings/webinar 
Another topic can be crop specific like Seed Potatoes. 
More informative webinar series 
Improvement of availability of seeds in the market. 
Latest manufacturing 
Initiatives of Asian countries in potato varietal development 
Focus on regional cooperation for a climate-resilient seed system. (with a goal of crafting policies, 
rules/regulations, guidelines etc.) This is immediate/urgent as the impact of climate change is so 
fast and glaring and farmers are most affected. 
seed technology 
Crop management despite the changing seasons. 
Webinar on Urban Gardening and hydroponics, Precision Agriculture 
Asexual propagation of high value crops 
Access to the planting materials 
Policies on climate change and how it has change/improve/affect farmers and fisherfolks. 
Testimonies of technology users or those involve in this kind of program! 
About seed exchange 
postharvest handling technology of tropical fruits 
How to secure food production in the future while farm lots are being converted into housing? 
Promising varieties of different crops from the different member countries 
Please tackle more topics on Plant Breeding 
engaging small farmers in agri-business & how to scale them up. 
A discussion about community-based seed systems in the country. 
advance farming systems in potato using profitable varieties.  
Maybe more or local resources specifications on local practices 
Strengthening linkages and partnerships among regional countries towards sustainable 
agriculture. 
How seed industry preparing in the next 30 years from now. 
Hydroponic farming 
Potato seed system in Asia 
Improvement of tropical crops through computational genomics and bioinformatics for attaining 
food and nutrition security. 
Inter-country Seed Supply Sustainability 
Latest Kinds of Rice Varieties Latest policies governing rice production and regulations Though 
not covered, but just expressed: It would be better to have rice variety trials in different Philippine 
Region because they have different climate conditions. 
Diffusion/ dissemination of the seeds? 
Preservation of Genetic Diversity of Agricultural Crops 
Seed Production of Indigenous Plants 
Regional Regulations among ASEAN countries Regarding Seed Network 




Agroforestry systems in the context of water conservation in face of changing climate. 
vegetables production in India 
5-10 years plan of each country in terms of seed management 
Latest hog raising techniques to control epidemic in pigs & help the grass roots farmers to have 
an alternative income in animal industry. 
Financial Inclusion in Agriculture 
Forest seeds 
Important factors to improve the germination of seeds. 
Climate Change 
Agricultural Systems and Concepts in the Midst of Pandemic. 




The provision of the recorded copy of the webinar is highly appreciated. 
Topics should be presented with ppt. 
more time 
Increase discussions with attendees, not only in the chat box. 
Extend the number of hours for the webinar. 
Organize a webinar with NARS head of different crops would be helpful to know their interest and 
willingness to join in the treaty. 
Please use a headset with mic next time to improve the audio quality. Overall, it was a good and 
engaging webinar. Thank you! Keep it up! 
 
Perfect. Please continue your good work. 
Excellent, keep it up☃ 






Presentations of the panelists, namely: Dr. Samarendu Mohanty , Dr. Lutful 
Hasaan, Dr, Bui Chi Buu, Ms. Elvira Morales, Dr. Mary Ann P. Sayoc;  and the 
synthesis of Dr. Rodel Maghirang. 
 































The panelists and moderator, Dr. Sampriti Baruah, during 
the question and answer portion of the webinar.  













1. Challenges and impacts of a climate-resilient seed system in PH to be discussed in 
webinar. 
Published: Wednesday, 30 September 2020 
  
Quality seeds are important in crop establishment, yield increase, and low incidence of pests and 
diseases. However, with the challenge of climate change, seeds need to be climate-resilient as well. 
The development of these seeds can be fast-tracked through collaboration of different countries in 
the Southeast and South Asian region. 
This type of collaboration will be discussed during the webinar, “Regional Cooperation for Building a 
Resilient Seed System in the Philippines” that will be organized by the International Potato Center 
(CIP) and the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS); and co-organized by the Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources 
Research and Development of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST-PCAARRD). It 
will be held on October 7, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live 
at https://www.facebook.com/cipotato. 
  
The Philippines, when it decides to be part of the regional cooperation, will benefit from this setup 
through acquiring field trial data of public sector varieties and information on varietal evaluation data 
from other Southeast and South Asian countries. Moreover, Filipino farmers can benefit from faster 
release of new climate-smart varieties. 
This type of cooperation has already been done in other countries such as India and Bangladesh in 
2013. It was extended to include Nepal in 2014. The three countries shared data from their 
respective field trials generated during the evaluation of varieties released in respective countries. 
The agreement eventually included Cambodia and Sri Lanka and also included other cereals, 
pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, sugarcane, and fiber crops. Myanmar and Bhutan eventually joined the 
cooperation. 
India, which participated in the regional cooperation, released a bio-fortified potato variety, Yusi 
Maap within months, compared with Bhutan, which only released the variety after 15 years. 
Topics of the webinar will specifically focus on the challenges faced by the seed sector brought upon 
by climate change; expected impacts of the Philippines when it joins the regional cooperation in the 
seed sector; and the potential challenges for joining the regional cooperation. 
Panelists from Bangladesh, Vietnam, and the Philippines will share their experiences and insights on 
the joining the regional cooperation in the seed sector. The webinar will be moderated and hosted by 
Dr. Sampriti Baruah, CIP Project Cooordinator for Asia. 
Interested participants can register at http://bit.ly/Oct7reg. 
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 Julio Yap Jr. 





FOR agricultural countries, it is vital for farmers to use quality seeds in order to attain abundant 
and sustainable production. 
But with the challenges posed by climate change, seeds need to be climate-resilient as well. 
The development and availability of these quality seeds can be fast-tracked through the 
collaboration of different countries in the Southeast and South Asian regions. 
This collaboration will be discussed during the forthcoming webinar dubbed “Regional 
Cooperation for Building a Resilient Seed System in the Philippines” that will be organized by 
the International Potato Center (CIP) and the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, 
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Agriculture and Food Security, and co-organized by the Philippine Council for Agriculture, 
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Development of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST-PCAARRD). 
The webinar will be held on Oct. 7 from 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live at 
https://www.facebook.com/cipotato. 
The Philippines, when it decides to become part of the regional cooperation, will benefit from 
this setup through acquiring field trial data of public sector varieties and information on varietal 
evaluation data from other Southeast and South Asian countries. 
The farmers will then benefit from the faster release of new climate-smart plant varieties. 
This cooperation has already been conducted in other countries, which include India and 
Bangladesh in 2013, and was later extended to include Nepal in 2014. 
The three countries shared data from their respective field trials that were generated during the 
evaluation of different varieties released in their respective countries. 
The agreement eventually included Cambodia and Sri Lanka, which likewise included other 
cereals, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, sugarcane, and fiber crops. 
The countries of Myanmar and Bhutan eventually joined the cooperation. 
India, which participated in the regional cooperation, released a bio-fortified potato variety, Yusi 
Maap within months, compared with Bhutan, which only released the variety after 15 years. 
Topics of the webinar will specifically focus on the challenges faced by the seed sector brought 
about by climate change; expected impacts of the Philippines when it joins the regional 
cooperation in the seed sector; and the potential challenges for joining the regional 
cooperation. 
Panelists coming from Bangladesh, Vietnam, and the Philippines are expected to share their 
experiences and insights on joining the regional cooperation in the seed sector. 
The webinar will be moderated and hosted by Dr. Sampriti Baruah, the CIP project coordinator 
for Asia. 
According to the DOST-PCAARRD, interested participants can register at http://bit.ly/Oct7reg. 
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Meanwhile, DOST-PCAARRD Executive Director Dr. Reynaldo V. Ebora was recently appointed as 
a member of the Policy Advisory Council (PAC) of the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR). 
ACIAR PAC plays a key role in the planning and implementation of ACIAR’s international 
agricultural research portfolio. 
It provides advice to Australia’s Foreign Minister on problems in the agriculture sector of 
developing countries and on the appropriate policies and programs to address the problems. 
PCAARRD and ACIAR have been strong partners for more than 36 years in terms of agricultural 










posted October 23, 2020 at 07:05 pm 
 
by Butch Gunio 
 
Los Baños, Laguna—Filipino experts are collaborating with their Asian counterparts to come out 
with a climate-resilient seed system in the country. 
Filipino research scientists are collaborating with other South Asian and Southeast Region 
experts to produce not just quality seeds but climate-resilient as well, according to a report 
relayed to newsmen by Rose Anne M. Aya of PCAARRD Media Services. 
Quality seeds are important in crop establishment, yield increase, and low incidence of pests 
and diseases. 
As a collaborative effort to develop climate-resilient seeds, Filipino and other Asian experts 
recently held a webinar dubbed, “Regional Cooperation for Building a Resilient Seed System in 
the Philippines.” 
The virtual seminar was organized by the International Potato Center (CIP) and the CGIAR 
Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS).  
The DOST Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and 
Development (PCAARRD) was co-organizer. 
Challenges faced by the seed sector brought upon by climate change; expected impacts of the 
Philippines when it joins the regional cooperation in the seed sector; and the potential 
challenges for joining the regional cooperation were discussed in the webinar. 
Panelists from Bangladesh, Vietnam, and the Philippines shared their experiences and insights 
on joining the regional cooperation in the seed sector. 
The webinar was hosted and moderated by Dr. Sampriti Baruah, CIP Project Coordinator for 
Asia. 
With the collaboration, the Philippines will benefit through acquiring field trial data of public 
sector varieties and information on varietal evaluation data from other Southeast and South 
Asian countries.  
Filipino farmers can as well benefit from faster release of new climate-smart varieties, Aya 
reported. 
Cooperation has already been done in other countries such as India and Bangladesh in 2013 
and was extended to include Nepal in 2014. 
The three countries shared data from their respective field trials generated during the 
evaluation of varieties released in the respective countries. 
The agreement eventually included Cambodia and Sri Lanka and included other cereals, pulses, 
oilseeds, vegetables, sugarcane, and fiber crops. Myanmar and Bhutan eventually joined.  
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